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Ropley Parish Council have several areas on which they wish to object to this application.

1. The emerging NP identifies this area as a ‘Key Vista’ These are points from where 
views are key to the landscape character of the village. The policy clearly states that 
development will not be allowed within these areas unless it can be seen to have no 
adverse impact on the visual appearance or character of this landscape. This 
proposed development is clearly visible from a length of the St Swithins Way within 
the village, this path forms part of the very popular tourist attraction of the historical 
Pilgrims Way from Winchester to Canterbury. The proposed white caravans can also 
be seen from the conservation area in the centre of the village. The above would 
also appear to be contrary to Policies of the JCS which sets out ‘to protect the 
countryside for its own sake’ and states ‘development proposals must conserve and 
enhance the District's natural environment, and protect local distinctiveness. This 
application can be seen to affect more than its immediate area.

2. Whilst the planning report talks about the applicants ‘right to respect for a private, 
and family life and his home no consideration appears to have been taken for other 
affected parties. The site is directly adjacent to an existing residential property 
where it has already been demonstrated that the proposed site’s existence has 
intruded on their ‘rights to a quiet enjoyment of their home and family life’ due to 
the use of floodlights, a generator and inadequate sewage treatment. 

3. Whilst the Planning Policy for Travellers promotes the use of mixed sites, i.e. those 
for mixed residential and business use it clearly states that mixed sites should not be 
allowed on a rural exception site which this site is. 

4. Safeguarding children from harm is every authority’s responsibility and this is 
reinforced when considering mixed sites in the PPTS. Concerns have been raised 
about the safety of the applicant’ s children on this site. The site is a relatively small 
area that means the residential accommodation is in very close proximity to the 
active timber business and the plant and equipment storage yard. 

5. Finally this site was not submitted as part of the new or previous Gypsy, Traveller 
and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Assessment and as such if permission is 
granted for this site it may appear that the council is granting permission for an 
application that has bypassed the GTAA process. By submitting an application as part 
of the GTAA this site could be assessed inline with all the other sites put forward.


